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Educational Psychology 683:  Field Practicum in International Studies

Course Description (3 credit hours):

EPSY 683 is a graduate seminar with a field-based component that will take place in schools or in human service agencies. Field practica take place in will be a Spanish-speaking environment in Costa Rican schools and agencies that serve Hispanic children and their families. The seminar will focus will include guest lectures from Costa Ricans professionals such as psychologists, doctors, and social workers. Students will be given fieldwork and consultation responsibilities that correspond to their demonstrated proficiency in the Spanish language.
Required Readings:
Biesanz, M. H., Biesanz, R., and Biesanz, K. Z. (1999). The Ticos. Boulder:  Lynne Rienner Publishers, Inc. 

Ministerio de Educacion de Costa Rica. (1996). Ley de Igualdad de Oportunidades para las Personas con Discapacidad.

Stough, L. M. (2003). Special education and severe disabilities in Costa Rica:  Developing inclusion in a developing country. Research and Practice for Persons with Severe Disabilities, 28(1), 7-15.

Stough, L. M. (2002). Teaching special education in Costa Rica. TEACHING Exceptional Children, 34(5), 34-39.

Handouts will also be provided to students by instructor. 

Course Objectives:


To examine and discuss:

A. Variations in beliefs, traditions, and values across cultures within society and the effect of the relationship among child, family, and schooling.

B. Access information on various cognitive, communication, physical, cultural, social, and emotional conditions of individuals in a Hispanic society.

C. Use verbal and nonverbal communication techniques.

D.  Examine personal cultural biases and differences 

E.  Demonstrate positive regard for the culture, religion, gender, and sexual orientation of individuals.

F.  Promote and maintain a high level of competence and integrity in the practice of the profession.

G.  Exercise objective professional judgment in the practice of the profession.

H.  Engage in professional activities that may benefit individuals with exceptional learning needs, their families, and/or colleagues.
Course Assignments:
a. Practicum notebook. This will be your record of settings you have observed, consultations, workshops you have delivered, and data you have collected. 

b. Journal: Make daily entries in Spanish into your journal. This journal should be a place for observations, reflections, and questions that focus on educational issues. I will review your journal at least every week. Your reflections should relate your experiences to your emerging knowledge base of the Costa Rican culture, particularly within the areas of education, family life, and the community.

c. Data collection. You will select one question or problem for study while in Costa Rica. As part of what we will design will be highly dependent upon what projects are available, we will discuss our project during our first week in Costa Rica. You will be expected, however, to collect field data on a daily basis, to code data, synthesize data, and to work with the group to compile your findings. You will type up a summary of your report upon your return to the U.S. This report will be due one week after our return.

d. Seminar:  Regular seminar meetings will be held so that you may interpret your experiences. You are expected to regularly take part in these discussion groups. You will compare your experiences to your home culture in contrast to local culture (values, ethnicity, history, economy, and government). You will be expected to apply concepts from courses you have completed in the field of education to interpret your experiences and observations.

e. Practica:  You will observe and assist a setting for four days during our stay, as well as participate in at least four hours of structured observations in the schools. This schedule is subject to change so please be flexible!

Attendance:


Absences will not be excused except for medical reasons.

Grading/Make up Policy:


You are expected to document your progress in your notebook. As this practicum is closely tied to your experiences while in Costa Rica you will not have the opportunity to practice or demonstrate these skills once we have returned to the United States, therefore, grades of "incomplete" will not be given.

Students with Special Needs:


The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you believe you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact the Office of Support Services for Students with Disabilities in Room 126 of the Student Services Building. The telephone number is 845-1637.

Course Calendar: Summer I 2005

	Date
	Topic
	Activity/Assignment
	Location
	Contact

Hours

	May 30

June 2

June 4

June 8

June 11

June 15

June 18

June 21

June 21

July 2

June 21-

July 2

July 3

July 4
	Review of syllabus and itinerary

Family life in Costa Rica

History and people

Community life 

Class and race

Housing and Health

Family

Education

CR Education structure

Religion

Leisure and Arts

Politics 

Change a la Tica

Centano Guell school

Last class

RETURN TO U.S.


	Homestay with Costa Rica

family begins

Daily journal

Begin activity notebook

Chapters 1-2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Discussion group

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10  

Chapter 11

Supervised practicum

Daily materials workshops

Biweekly guest lectures 

Discussion group
	Monteverde 

Monteverde

Monteverde

Monteverde

Monteverde

Heredia

Heredia

Heredia

Heredia

Heredia

Guadalupe

Heredia
	1 hour

2 hours

2 hours

2 hours

2 hours

2 hours

2 hours

2 hours

1 hour

2 hours

15 hours

per week 

X 2 weeks=

30 hours

2 hours


TOTAL NUMBER OF DIRECT CONTACT HOURS=57
Course Calendar: Summer II 2005

	Date
	Topic
	Activity/Assignment
	Location
	Contact

Hours

	July 12

July 13

July 16

July 19

July 23

July 26

July 30

August 2

August 5

August 9

August 2

through

August 13

August 13

August 14
	Review of syllabus and itinerary

Family life in Costa Rica

History and people

Community life 

Class and race

Housing and Health

Family

Education

CR Education structure

Religion

Leisure and Arts

Politics 

Change a la Tica

Centano Guell school

Last class

RETURN TO U.S.


	Homestay with Costa Rica

family begins

Daily journal

Begin activity notebook

Chapters 1-2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Discussion group

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10  

Chapter 11

Supervised practicum

Daily materials workshops

Biweekly guest lectures 

Discussion group
	Monteverde 

Monteverde

Monteverde

Monteverde

Monteverde

Heredia

Heredia

Heredia

Heredia

Heredia

Guadalupe

Heredia
	1 hour

2 hours

2 hours

2 hours

2 hours

2 hours

2 hours

2 hours

1 hour

2 hours

15 hours

per week 

X 2 weeks=

30 hours

2 hours


TOTAL NUMBER OF DIRECT CONTACT HOURS=57
