FUNDAMENTAL RHYTHMS AND DANCE

KINE 311 

Instructor:       Ms. Susan Wagner

E-Mail
:         swagner@tamu.edu

Web Site:  http://s-wagner.tamu.edu/classes/KINE_311/default.html

Required Text:  Dance Teaching Methods and Curriculum Design, 2003, Kassing, & Jay.

Purpose:   The purpose of this class is to develop the requisite skills in creativity, rhythms, folk, and square dance necessary to be an effective dance teacher in the school environment. Students will develop a deeper understanding of the health, cultural, and social factors that affect education in Costa Rica, and learn how dancing is an integral part of culture and education. Students will have the opportunity to attend dance performances and participate in social dancing in a developing country and to use emergent Spanish language skills to instruct children. A basic understanding of how to teach the various dance components, to different levels of learners will be enhanced.  The student will develop a greater appreciation for dance and feel more comfortable teaching dance as a result of this class.
Grading:
Written Exams (3)

16.6% each



 Skills 



20%



 Teaching and Square Call
20%



 2 Analysis charts

10%

Objectives:  By the end of the semester you will be able to:

· Dance expressively without fear or embarrassment incorporating the elements of movement into a creative choreography to be performed.

· Demonstrate understanding of aesthetic principles by attending and analyzing two different culturally rich dance performances in Costa Rica. 

· Demonstrate folk dance and square dance movements with appropriate music.

· Teach a folk dance and call a square dance at a local school using developing Spanish language skills.
· Model the learning process used in dance and describe the seven cross-disciplinary categories relevant to teaching dance.

· Use Spanish language and the three stages of learning to create developmentally appropriate lessons in dance.

· Identify characteristics of learners based on age and cultural orientation that will indicate approaches to teaching based on their unique needs.

· Describe the characteristics of the 4 dance form categories, and relate choreographic and aesthetic principles to dance making and appreciation.

· Explain how history and culture impact dance education in all of the 4 categories.. 
Class outline:
Week One: 

· Introduction to dance education

· How students learn to dance
· Children in Costa Rica (school observation)

· Imagery and dance aesthetics

· Locomotor and non locomotor movements

· Creative dance lesson and creative dance performance

· Analysis of performance

Week Two:

· Rhythmic movement

· Beat awareness and competency 

· Rhythmic elements (accents, patterns and phrases)

· Dance making structures

· Rhythmic dance lesson and performance at a local school
Week Three

· Folk dancing and culture
· Folk dance teaching pedagogy
· Learning specific dances (guest teachers from Costa Rica)
· Teaching others in a school setting
Week Four

· Contra dancing
· Square dance introduction (Big circle mountain dance and scatter square)
· Calling fundamentals, teaching second language learners
· Callerlab basics
· Calling and performing square dance at a local school.  
Special Services

*  The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  Among other things this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities.  If you believe you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact the Department of Student Life, Services for Students with Disabilities in B116 Cain Hall, phone # 458-1102 

Academic Integrity

*The handouts used in this course are copyrighted.  By 'handouts,' I mean all materials generated for this class, which include but are not limited to syllabi, quizzes, exams, lab problems, in-class materials, review sheets, and additional problem sets.  Because these materials are copyrighted, you do not have the right to copy the handouts, unless I expressly grant permission.

As commonly defined, plagiarism consists of passing off as one's own the ideas, words, writings, etc., which belong to another.  In accordance with this definition, you are committing plagiarism if you copy the work of another person and turn it in as your own, even if you should have the permission of that person.  Plagiarism is one of the worst academic sins, for the plagiarist destroys the trust among colleagues without which research cannot be safely communicated.  

If you have any questions regarding plagiarism, please consult the latest issue of the Texas A&M University Student Rules, under the section "Scholastic Dishonesty."

 “Aggies do not lie, cheat or steal, nor do they tolerate those who do.”

“The Aggie Code of Honor is an effort to unify the aims of all Texas A&M men and women toward a high code of ethics and personal dignity.  For most, living under this code will be no problem, as it asks nothing of a person that is beyond reason.  It only calls for honesty, integrity, characteristics that Aggies have always exemplified.  The Aggie

Code of Honor functions as a symbol to all Aggies, promoting the understanding and loyalty to truth and confidence in each other.”

All students are expected to abide by the Aggie Honor Code.  Students should be aware of all Honor Council Rules and Procedures on the Honor Council website at www.tamu.edu/aggiehonor.
