Jonle Mary Sedar, M.A.

Texas A&M University 

Course Syllabus

Educational Psychology 484: Field Experiences in International Studies
Course Description (3 credit hours):

This field-based course will concentrate specifically on the educational system and customs of the host country. Lectures and class discussions, utilizing the students' first hand experiences, will be directed toward cultural analysis of the host country with special focus on the exploration of the students' multicultural consciousness.  

Course Objectives:

1. To expand intercultural awareness as a citizen in an increasingly globalized world. 
2. To experience second language acquisition and improve Spanish language skills.

3. To participate in cultural activities and increase communication/interaction skills with people from a different cultural background.

4. To observe and analyze the host country’s customs and compare them to those in the U.S.

5. To develop cultural sensitivity by augmenting student awareness of cultural value orientation, ethnocentrism, and stereotyping.


Required Readings:
Biesanz, M.H., Biesanz, R., Zubris Biesanz, K. (1999) The Ticos. Boulder Colorado: Lynne Rienner Publishers.
Course Assignments:

a. Journal.  A daily journal is required and is due weekly.  Initially the journal should focus on details of daily life in Costa Rica, your impressions, and cultural commentaries. Entries should gradually evolve to include analyses of differences between North American and Latin American culture. Eventually the journal needs to expand to include how cultural differences affect the educational experience of migrant children in the U.S., challenges to educators (both monolingual and bilingual) and issues/potential difficulties in communication between teachers and migrant parents/guardians.  Comments may be specific to Latin American immigrants or general.  The journals may include visuals, drawings and realia.   (20% of course grade)
b.  Group Informal Interview Project 

i. Working in groups of 4, each group is given a cultural topic for comparison.

ii. The group will be given time during class to develop a hypothesis regarding potential findings and a list of questions for informants.

iii. Utilizing the investigative tool of informal interviews each individual must conduct 14 informal interviews (7 Costa Ricans and 7 North Americans).

iv. A comparative analysis of the particular cultural issue should be done, first, individually, and then as a group.  

v.     Group discussion of the findings should focus upon general assumptions which can be derived from the interviews as well as reasons for possible deviations.   The results must be given in the form of a class presentation as well as written (no more than 3 word processes pages, 12 pt. font, double-spaced, with one inch margins and free of errors in spelling, grammar, punctuation, or appearance).   (20% of course grade)
c. Attendance:  Attendance is mandatory for scheduled class time (including the pre-departure seminar), Spanish classes, visits to educational sites as well as cultural activities and/or excursions.  Exceptions made for medical reasons only. (20% of course grade)
d.  WebCT discussion postings of The Ticos.  Students should read the book and post two comments per chapter.  (20% of course grade)
e.  Class Participation: Students are expected to participate in discussions, class activities, and with guest speakers. (20% of course grade)

Course Grades 
Evaluation will be based on all activities listed above according to the assigned percentages.

Grades for the course will be assigned as follows:  90-100  = A, 80-89 = B, 70-79 = C, 60-69 = D, 0-59  = F.

Plagiarism Statement:

The handouts used in this course are copyrighted.  “Handouts” include all materials generated for this class, which include but are not limited to syllabi, quizzes, exams, lab problems, in-class materials, review sheets, and additional problem sets.  Because these materials are copyrighted, you do not have the right to copy the handouts without expressly granted permission.

As commonly defined, plagiarism consists of passing off as one’s own the ideas, words, writings, etc., which belong to another.  In accordance with this definition, you are committing plagiarism if you copy the work of another person and turn it in as your own, even if you have the permission of that person.  Plagiarism is one of the worst academic sins, for the plagiarist destroys the trust among colleagues without which research cannot be safely communicated.  If you have any questions regarding plagiarism, please consult the latest issue of the Texas A&M University Student Rules, under the section “Scholastic Dishonesty.”

Students with Special Needs:

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation for their disabilities.  If you believe that you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact the Office of Support Services for Students with Disabilities in Room 126 of the Student Services Building.  The telephone number is 845-1637.

Academic Integrity

“An Aggie does not lie, cheat, or steal or tolerate those who do.”  Please become familiar with the Honor Council Rules and Procedures on the web at http://www.tamu.edu/aggiehonor.  All assignments MUST be turned in with the following statement typed on them and signed by the student:

“On my honor, as an Aggie, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid on this academic work.”

___________________________________________

Signature of Student

Course Calendar

	Date
	Topic
	Activity/Assignment
	Location

	February 26


	General Introduction

Overview of Costa Rica trip

Geography of Costa Rica

Study Abroad paperwork

Exploring your cultural identity

Brief history of Costa Rica

Costa Rican statistics


	Read Chapters 1, 2, 3

The Land and the People

History

Economy


	Harrington 717 



	March 5


	Safety and Physical Fitness

Cultural traditions and dress

Staying healthy abroad

Native foods

US vs. Costa Rican values.

Family structure and 

male-female relationships


	Chapters 4, 5

Government and Politics

Housing, Health, and Everyday Life


	Harrington 717 



	April 14

(5:30-6:30)

or
April 18

(5:30-6:30)
	Travel Wise! General Study Abroad Orientation
	
	MSC 225

	April 16


	Education in Costa Rica

Immersion Spanish

Greetings and gestures

Alcoholism and drug abuse


	Chapters 6, 7, 8

Community

The Family

Class and Ethnicity


	Harrington 717 



	April 30


	Handling Costa Rican money

Cultural adjustment and culture shock.

Question and answer session


	Chapters 9, 10, 11, 12

Education

Religion


	Harrington 717 



	May or June

TBA
	Question and Answers

Last minute details


	
	Harrington 717

	Sunday, May 22nd 


	Overview of Costa Rica


	Language placement, orientation and  review of itinerary


	Monteverde



	Wednesday, May 25th 


	Biodiversity of the Monteverde zone (morning)

Multi-cultural concepts and perceptions (afternoon)


	Fieldtrip: Guided tour of Butterfly Farm

In-class activities

Journal homework: Cultural comparisons


	Monteverde



	Friday, May 27th 


	Education system in Costa Rica: Current Issues


	Review Chapter 9

Guest speaker, Rebecca Goertzel, Director, Cloud Forest School


	Monteverde

	Saturday, May 28th & Sunday, May 29th 


	Biodiversity of Costa Rica


	Fieldtrip: Arenal Volcano


	Arenal 

	Wednesday, June 1st 


	Biotourism, effects upon Monteverde community (morning)

Group assignment (afternoon)


	Fieldtrip: Guided tour of Selvatura Hanging Bridges

Research methods readings; in class planning

Journal homework: Effects of tourism in Monteverde (noting advantages and disadvantages)


	Monteverde



	Friday, June 3rd  


	Public education in rural Costa Rica (morning)

Analysis of school observation (afternoon)


	Observation at local primary school

Guest speaker, Dr. Pat Lynch


	Monteverde



	Saturday, June 4th 


	Biodiversity of Guanacaste and traditional customs


	Fieldtrip: Tempisque River, Guaitil & Sta. Cruz


	Flamingo

	Monday, June 6th 


	Tourism, effects upon Guanacaste region


	Field trip: Snorkel Cruise


	Flamingo

	Tuesday, June 7th 


	Prep for Nicaragua


	Additional readings

	Flamingo



	Wednesday, June 8th 


	Biodiversity of Guanacaste region


	Field trip: Rincon de la Vieja Volcano

Journal homework:

Effects of tourism in Guanacaste (noting advantages and disadvantages)


	Rincon



	Thursday, June 9th- Sunday, June 12th 


	Comparative cultural analysis between Costa Rica and Nicaragua * lecture on Saturday evening


	Field trip: Nicaragua 

Journal homework: Comparisons between Nicaragua and Costa Rica 


	Nicaragua



	Wednesday, June 15th 


	Costa Rican subcultures: Indigenous, Afro-Costa Rican populations and

community (rural versus urban)


	Video: Etnias Indigenas de Centroamérica

Guest speaker: Gail Nystrom, Humanitarian Foundation

Guest speaker: ??, Afrocostaricense

Journal homework: Differences  rural vs. urban sub-cultures (noting advantages and disadvantages)


	Heredia



	Friday, June 17th 


	Indigenous sub-culture


	Fieldtrip: Cabecar Indigenous Reserve

Journal homework: Questions from handout


	Rio Chirripo, Zent



	Saturday, June 18th – Sunday, June 19th 


	Afro-Costa Rican subculture


	Field trip: Caribbean Coast

Journal homework: Questions from handout


	Puerto Viejo



	Tuesday, June 21st  


	Tourism, effects of outside investors


	Field trip: Café Britt

Journal homework:  Effects of tourism in Costa Rica in general (noting advantages and disadvantages)


	Heredia



	Wednesday, June 22nd 


	Intercultural Analysis


	Group Presentations


	Heredia

	Thursday, June 23rd
	Urban culture (morning)

Concluding discussion; evaluations (afternoon)
	Fieldtrip: San Jose


	Heredia


